We’d Like To Mention®

Hogs Gone Wild

T

hey root up crops, tear up fences, destroy
feedbunks, spread disease to livestock and
even scatter garbage from your trash cans all
over the farmstead. They are wild hogs, and
they are becoming a bigger and bigger problem for
farmers all over the country, especially in the South,
Southwest and Midwest.
Wild hog populations continue to explode. With an
estimated 1.5 million in Texas alone, feral hogs have
become more than a nuisance. In Missouri, wild hog
populations are already established in 20 counties.
A wild sow can have two litters each year of four

to six pigs, or as many as
three litters in 14 months.
This means one sow can
produce as many as 12 to 18
pigs in that time.
The biggest problem with
hogs is crop damage, and
this will become even more
of an issue as populations
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increase in the Midwest.
this gate shut once the hogs
Recently, I got an e-mail
are in the pen.
from Mark Bernegger of
Southern Outdoor Technologies about a new product
that can help you put a dent in wild hog populations
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on your farm. It’s called the Hog Slammer and costs
$299. (See photos.)
Of course, you have some other costs, including
buying about nine or 10 fence panels ($16 each) and
about 25 T-posts ($3.50 each).
Here’s how Bernegger’s Hog Slammer works: There
is a trigger rod that holds the gate doors open, which
is attached to a wire running toward the back of the
pen. This wire is attached to a bucket of attractant
(usually corn) that is set on a concrete block. The
hogs knock the bucket off the block pulling the rod,
and the gate shuts. Then you can dispose of the hogs
however you want.
University studies show that a
round pen works best. Once closed,
the saloon-style gate only opens one
way. It allows more hogs to enter
when they push against the gate, but
won’t allow already-trapped hogs out
of the pen. In fact, the hogs in the
pen work as live decoys to get more
hogs to come in.
For best results, Bernegger suggests
you set up the trap and leave the
doors open to allow the hogs to
enter and exit for several days before
actually setting the trigger system.
Corn works as the main attractant,
but it needs to be soured to
discourage deer and raccoons from
setting off the trap. To sour the corn,
soak it in diesel fuel, beer or water for a few days.
And once the hogs are caught and dispatched, you
will need to move the trap to another location.
You can e-mail Bernegger at mark@sportsmanscondo.
com or at sales@sportsmanscondo.com. His phone
number is 662-295-5702. The web site is www.
sportsmanscondo.com. Also check the Internet for
other hog trap ideas.
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Write Editor Jack Odle at 2204 Lakeshore Dr., Suite 415, Birmingham, AL 35209 or e-mail jodle@progressivefarmer.com.
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